






2019 DIASPORA
Festival of Black and Independent Film

October 3 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

I AM MY OWN MOTHER

Dir: Andrew Zox | USA | 23 mins | Short Narrative

An adopted woman on the cusp of childbirth reinserts 
herself back into the life of her biological mother and 
siblings, unsettling the entire family unit.

October 3 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

MANHOOD

Dir: Rodney String fellow | 2019 | USA | 11 mins

On her tenth birthday, Olivia nervously waits for her 
father to arrive, fearing he will punch her in the nose 
- a ritual he’s done to each of her older brothers when 
they turned ten. When her father arrives, he explains 
that he’s not going to hit her; he only hits his sons so 
they can become men. Upon hearing the benefits of 
manhood, Olivia changes her mind and asks her father 
to punch her as well. .

October 3 | 12pm 
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

ALWAYS IN SEASON

Dir: Jacqueline Olive | 2018 | USA | 89 mins 

Teenager Lennon Lacy was found hanging from a swing set in Bladenboro, North Carolina, in 2014. 
The circumstances of his death echo the long horror of lynching in America, especially in the South, 
and intersect with the stories of two other communities seeking justice and reconciliation. In Monroe, 
Georgia, a diverse group of reenactors promotes healing by annually performing the 1946 quadruple 
lynching of two African American couples. Through narrated invitations to public lynchings that 
play over gruesome archival images, the film additionally explores the 1934 murder of Claude Neal 
and others. These historical accounts construct the backbone of Always in Season’s vital examination of 
Lennon’s recent death. A call for justice by his family members leads to a federal investigation. The legacy 
of racial hatred and the practices of the Ku Klux Klan in North Carolina and Georgia are delineated 
as the film traces the night of Lennon’s death, how we remember him and the past, and how we must 
remain vigilant.

LUNCH AND A MOVIE

October 1 | 6:30pm 
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

ALWAYS IN SEASON u

i AM MY OWN MOTHER u
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October 8 | 6:30pm 

Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

SPRINTER

Dir: Storm Saulter | Jamaica | 114 mins | Feature Narrative

Akeem Sharp is set to be the next big thing in Jamaican 
athletics — not for nothing are they calling the 
dreadlocked teenage runner the Rasta Rocket. His 
older brother Germaine, once a promising track-and-
field athlete himself and now involved in various shady 
schemes, is soon on the scene, looking to insinuate 
himself into Akeem’s life and manipulate his career. 
With the added burden of an unstable father at home, 
Akeem is hoping his meteoric rise will take him out of 
Jamaica and to the United States, where his mother has 
lived as an illegal migrant for over a decade. A highly 
accomplished, supremely entertaining drama.

October 3 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

RIVERMENT

Dir: Shayla Racquel | USA | 20 mins | Short Narrative

A former Civil Rights activist fears for the safety of 
her granddaughter when her granddaughter decides 
to follow in her footsteps. As Civil Rights activists, 
Maureen and her husband Kenneth were no strangers 
to racial injustices and traumatic experiences during 
their fight for equal rights. To cope with what they’ve 
encountered, Maureen spends her time in her favorite 
place of peace, the riverbank. It is here where Maureen 
used to bond with her granddaughter Tyna. Now 20 
years old, Tyna has become a freedom fighter in her 
own right, tackling inequalities and discrimination 
occurring on her college campus. When Tyna decides to 
take her activism outside the proposed safe boundaries 
of school, Maureen fears for her granddaughter’s safety, 
and ultimately her sanity. 

October 3 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

INVINCIBLE BOY 

Dir: Julian Park | USA | 20 mins | Short Narrative 

A wildly imaginative boy’s mission to become a 
superhero is challenged when his optimistic view  
of the world begins to crumble. Eleven year old  
Vincent has always imagined himself as a superhero  
in his daydreams. When he helps return a toddler’s  
toy by chasing down a car, the reality of being a 
superhero seems exhilarating and not so far-fetched. 
Vincent begins enacting small acts of kindness in his 
community. Together with his best friend Barney, they 
create a comic zine with hopes of inspiring others. 
However, Vincent soon learns that not everybody 
believes in his noble but childish mission. Discouraged 
by two different types of bullies, he has to decide 
whether to hold on to his foolish fantasies or accept  
the world as it is. 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

EDGECOMB

Dir: Crystal Kayiza | 2018 | USA | 15 mins

Edgecombe is an open-ended and thoughtful inquiry into home and place. Less than 100 miles east of 
Durham, North Carolina, in Edgecombe County’s African American community, three stories come 
together in a succinct and pointed collective portrait. Shaka Jackson, Doris Stith, and Deacon William 
Joyner tell their personal narratives, with a backdrop of expansive historical patterns of injustice, 
commitment to community, and endurance. Meditative cinematography and a sensitive soundtrack give 
weight to the film’s demonstration of how poverty itself is punished, how slavery is not so distant, and 
how the damages of Jim Crow segregation persist.

October 10 | 12pm 
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

RIVERMENT u

INVINCIBLE BOY u

EDGECOMB u
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For more information about events, please call the Stone Center at 919-962-9001, email stonecenter@unc.edu or visit stonecenter.unc.edu.

October 24 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

GIVE

Dir: David de Rozas | 2018 | USA | 17 mins

GIVE explores Roland Gordon’s motivations to create 
a monumental visual archive displaying centuries of 
black agency and achievements in the United States 
and beyond. Comprised of thousands of photographic 
portraits, newspapers, and magazines cutouts, Roland’s 
collage The Cloud of Witnesses, presents an alternative 
visual history to empower the black community.

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

OBINI BATÁ: WOMEN OF THE DRUMS

Dir: Damiàn Calvo | USA/Cuba | 14 mins | Short Documentary 

Twenty-five years ago a group of dancers formed Obini Batá and challenged the tradition of all-male 
drummers by becoming the first women to perform with the Batá drums in Cuba. Obini (the Yoruba 
word for Women) thus shaped the history of one of Cuba’s most inf luential instruments, but there were 
many who thought women playing the drum was scandalous, and it became a struggle to gain wider 
acceptance. The multigenerational group ranges from Eva Despaigne, la Maestra and last of the founding 
members, to younger women from diverse professional and artistic backgrounds. In moments of rest taken 
from intense practice, Eva outlines the history of the group and provides an introduction to the Batá 
drums: Iyá, Itótele, and Kónkolo. Eva maintains a long view that Obini Batá must preserve two goals: 
First, a creative nucleus that can train new artists and secondly, a platform that defends the rights  
of women in society, in art and in the drum.

October 10 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

AN ACT OF TERROR

Dir: Ashley Brim | USA | 16 mins | Short Narrative 

The true story of Virginia Christian, a 16-year-old 
African American girl accused of murder in the Jim 
Crow South.

October 10 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

THE INFAMOUS FUTURE

Dir: Richard Butterworth | USA | 40 mins | Short Documentary

After a famous study revealed that seventy-five 
percent of New York state inmates came from seven 
specific neighborhoods in New York City, one civic 
organization decided to make a change. By creating 
New York City’s first all-boys public school in over 
thirty years, David C. Banks and his Eagle Academy 
defy an entrenched American mindset, insisting that 
young black and brown men are not one of America’s 
problems, but instead one of its greatest successes.

October 17 | 6:30pm 

North Carolina Central University

SCARED OF REVOLUTION

Dir: Daniel Krikke | 2018 | 72 mins 

The legacy of the Last Poets is a signature and essential 
Black Arts Movement contribution, part of the African 
diaspora oral tradition that includes storytelling, 
the blues, jazz singing, spoken word, and rap. The 
inf luential group of performance poets and musicians 
emerged from the 1960s civil rights movement and 
black nationalism, and their work has had a significant 
impact on hip-hop. The Last Poets member Umar 
Bin Hassan has that delivery that melts mics and those 
on the other end of his verbal ire. Just like Gil Scott-
Heron, he shares the troubled life of many an artist—
substance abuse, failed parenthood — yet he survives. 
He acknowledges his failures as he struggles to amend 
and atone, grandson in tow, with the blessings of his 
daughters, mother, and colleague Abiodun Oyewole. 
In intimate conversations with Hassan and those closest 
to him, Scared of Revolution follows the visionary artist 
as he confronts the hardships of his past and strives to 
reconnect with his family

LUNCH AND A MOVIE

October 24 | 12pm 
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

October 24 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

IT'S WHO YOU KNOW

Dir: Ricky Rosario | USA | 20 mins | Short Narrative

This story follows Clayton, a young dancer who’s facing 
the challenges of chasing his dreams. He hustles his 
way around LA, juggling his responsibilities of working 
at a part-time job and attending auditions in hopes of 
catching his big break. The disappointment from his 
circumstances grow as he observes the people around 
him receiving great opportunities deriving from their 
personal relationships. In the midst of his daily grind 
he maintains a caring relationship with a crazy, elderly 
homeless woman.

AN ACT OF TERROR u

OBINI BATÁ u
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For more information about events, please call the Stone Center at 919-962-9001, email stonecenter@unc.edu or visit stonecenter.unc.edu.

Check out the Stone Center on Facebook at facebook.com/stonecenter and follow us on Twitter @UNCStoneCenter

October 24 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE SHORT FILM SERIES

THE CHANGING SAME

Dir: Michèle Stephenson | USA | 21 mins | Short Narrative

In the Florida Panhandle lies the town of Marianna, 
Florida, where one resident runs a particular marathon 
in hopes of lifting the veil of racial terror caused by 
the town’s buried history. Lamar Wilson discovers 
a book, Anatomy of a Lynching: The Killing of Claude 
Neal. Intrigued, he starts to read it and finds that his 
hometown of Marianna is the scene where this horrific 
event took place. On October 26, 1934, Claude Neal 
was brutally lynched by a mob of white men who 
stormed the county jail where Neal was held after being 
accused of the murder of a 20-year-old white woman, 
Lola Cannady. The spectacle lynching was the worst 
act of torture and execution of 20th century America, 
yet there are no physical markers to remind anyone of 
this. Now, annually, out of a sense of duty to shine a 
light on the past and the love for his town, Lamar is 
motivated to run the 13 miles retracing the same route 
Claude Neal took that fateful night. Black people ask 
him to stop because they don’t want trouble. White 
folks dog whistle, they don’t like it. But with the help of 
three other residents, he works towards trying to heal a 
community that has paid a price for silence and denial 
for too long.

Dir: Van Maxmilian Carlson | 2018 | USA | 85 mins | Feature Narrative

The inspiring tale of a runaway foster child who will stop at nothing to live with the only family she 
knows: her father… a homeless mentally ill veteran who lives on the streets of LA’s Skid Row.

PRINCESS OF THE ROW

October 29 | 6:30pm 
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

October 30 | 6:30pm 

Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

JEZEBEL

Dir: Numa Perrier | 2018 | USA | 88 mins

In the last days of her mother’s life, 19-year old Tiffany 
crashes with five family members in a Las Vegas studio 
apartment. In order to make ends meet, her older sister, 
a phone sex operator, introduces her to the world of 
internet fetish cam girls.

October 30 | 6:30pm 

Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

SAME DIFFERENCE

Dir: Derege Harding | 2019 | USA | 88 mins

As Tonya Keating grapples with the innate knowledge 
that her death is imminent, she is compelled to let go of 
the past and reconcile with her estranged twin sister.

October 30 | 6:30pm 

Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

STRIVE

Dir: Robert Rippberger | 2019 | USA | 82 mins

A teenager from the projects in Harlem aims to get into 
Yale, but must push against the world holding her back.
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The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

The Stone Center is ADA compliant. Free visitor 
parking is available in the Bell Tower parking deck 
behind the Stone Center after 5pm. Call for directions 
and for visitor parking before 5pm.

The University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

As a new feature for the 2019 Diaspora Festival of 
Black and Independent Film, the following films are 
available for community screenings. Please contact 
the Stone Center for more information: 

PRINCESS OF THE ROW u

STRIVE u
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STONE CENTER STAFF

Joseph Jordan  
Director  
919-962-9001  
jfjordan@email.unc.edu 

Stephanie Cobert  
Program and Public Communications Officer  
919-962-0395 
stephcob@email.unc.edu

Christopher Wallace  
Communiversity and Undergraduate  
Programs Manager  
919-962-9001  
chrislw@email.unc.edu 

Sheriff Drammeh 
Program Associate 
919-843-2669 
sheriff7@email.unc.edu

Javier Jaimes-Ayala 
Facilities Manager 
919-962-7025 
jaimes@email.unc.edu

Shakera Singleton 
Administrative Manager 
919-843-2668 
snsingl@email.unc.edu

Chérie Rivers Ndaliko 
Resident Scholar 
919-962-9001 
ndaliko@unc.edu

Petna Ndaliko 
Artist-in-Residence 
919-962-9001

STONE CENTER LIBRARY STAFF

Gregg Moore  
Stone Center Assistant Librarian  
919-843-5804  
moorejg@email.unc.edu

Sarah Guy 
Research Assistant 
919-843-5804 
scguy@live.unc.edu

NEW STONE CENTER DRIVE 
OPENS AND NEW WEEKNIGHT 
PARKING RULES

There will be changes coming to parking around the Stone Center, beginning 
August 15. The campus will shift to a weeknight parking program and permits will 
be required on beginning at 5pm. Due to the new program, free parking in the Bell 
Tower Deck will no longer be available. The Stone Center will purchase a limited 
number of parking permits for our event guests. These permits will be available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  Metered spots will be available behind our building. 

In addition to parking changes, the new semester will bring a new name to the street 
behind the building. During the spring, the Board of Trustees voted to rename the 
road between the Stone Center and the Bell Tower as “Stone Center Drive”. UNC 
Athletics Director, Bubba Cunningham, recommended the new designation. n

"At some point in life the world’s 
beauty becomes enough. You don’t 
need to photograph, paint, or even 
remember it. It is enough."

– Toni Morrison

Thank you, Phil Freelon for showing 
us the beauty in the simplest forms and 
for the grace which you brought to 
that process.

Philip Freelon 
March 26, 1953 – July 9, 2019
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