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This fall, the Stone Center will host a first-ever retrospective of past 
Stone Center Visiting Artists. The exhibition, With Us Comes the 
Parallax, opens with a reception on September 13 and will run through 
November 30. This show will feature fourteen award-winning artists 
representing six countries (U.S., Panama, Botswana, Dominican Re-
public, Morocco and Canada) and eight states. Some works will also be 
available for purchase during a silent auction to benefit the Stone Cen-
ter’s arts and cultural programming. Bidding in the silent auction begins 
online September 7, on-site on September 13, and continues online until 
September 20 when all bidding ends.

Artists participating in the retrospective include: Pamela Phatsimo 
Sunstrum, Hamid Kachmar, Lucía Méndez Rivas, Tim Okamura, 
Stefanie Jackson, Philemona Williamson,  Eric Mack, Wendy Phil-
lips, Toni Scott, Arturo Lindsay, Michael B. Platt and his partner, 
Carol Beane, Fahamu Pecou, and Maya Freelon Asante.

The Stone Center has hosted thirty exhibitions and featured sev-
enty-one different artists in its Robert and Sallie Brown Gallery 
and Museum since opening in the fall of 2004. Gallery events have 
included historical programs and groundbreaking photographic 
exhibitions including: Radicals in Black and Brown: Palante, People’s 
Power and Common Cause in the Black Panthers and Young Lords 
Organization (2007); Body and Soul: Paul Robeson, Race and 
Representation (2007-2008); Nina Simone: What More Can I Say? 
(2012); and James Barnor: Ever Young (2016).

The exhibition and the reception are open to the public and are free of 
charge. For more information on the auction or to see the pieces that 
are available, visit the auction website: 501auctions.com/stonecenter30. 
For further information call (919) 962-9001. n

STONE CENTER’S FALL 2018 RETROSPECTIVE SHOW FEATURES 
14 ARTISTS WITH SILENT ART AUCTION FUNDRAISER

TIM OKAMURA u PHILEMONA WILLIAMSON u PAMELA SUNSTRUM u
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Six-time Grammy Award nominee,  
Nnenna Freelon has been selected to 
deliver the Sonja Haynes Stone Memorial 
Lecturer for 2018. The Memorial Lecture 
will take place on Tuesday, October 2 at 
7 p.m. in the Stone Center’s auditorium. 
This year’s lecture will be part of the Stone 
Center’s 30th anniversary celebration that 
will feature several signature events during 
the the 2018-19 school year.  

Born and raised in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, Freelon received her under-
graduate degree from Simmons College in Boston. While developing a 
reputation as an international jazz singer, composer, producer, and arranger, 
Freelon has built a storied musical career spanning over thirty years. She has 
performed at Carnegie Hall, the Apollo Theatre, and the Hollywood Bowl. 
In November 2011, The White House asked Freelon to headline the Asia 
Pacific Economic Summit for 300 Presidents, Premiers and Heads of State 
from around the world. She received a standing ovation for her perfor-
mance during the 43rd annual Grammy Awards telecast and has headlined 
ActionAID, Sir Elton John’s international AIDS fundraiser. 

In 2014, Freelon starred in the critically acclaimed show Georgia on My 
Mind: Celebrating the Music of Ray Charles, in Las Vegas. She also toured 
with Charles, as well as many other greatest jazz artists including Ellis Mar-
salis, Al Jarreau, George Benson, and others.

JAZZ AND ARTS LEGEND NNENNA FREELON TO 
DELIVER 30TH ANNIVERSARY STONE LECTURE

Freelon was selected as this year’s lecturer because of her innovative 
approach to using her art and talents to address key issues in social justice 
and cultural activism. She has built a solid reputation as an educator using 
her art and her ideas to educate young and adult audiences. She toured 
the United States for four years as the National Spokesperson for Partners 
In Education, an organization with over 400,000 community/school 
partnerships across the country.  Freelon also teaches classes, including 
her ground breaking Babysong workshops at Duke University Medical 
Center that teach young mothers and healthcare providers the importance 
of the human voice in healing and nurturing.  

She has received numerous awards including the Billie Holiday Award 
from the prestigious Academie du Jazz and the Eubie Blake Award from 
the Cultural Crossroads Center in New York City. The YWCA of North 
Carolina awarded her the inaugural Legend Award for her commitment 
to the arts and arts education and was also named the 2010 Woman of 
Substance by Bennett College.

The Sonja Haynes Stone Memorial Lecture is an annual event that 
features a woman of color who is distinguished by her scholarship, 
commitment to social justice, and public service.  The Stone Center 
has hosted twenty-four lectures over the past thirty years, which have 
included such speakers as Edwidge Danticat, Bell Hooks, Eva Clayton, 
and Angela Davis. 

This 25th annual Stone Memorial Lecture is free and open to the public. A 
reception for will be held immediately after the lecture. n

NNENNA FREELON u

SPOTLIGHT DONOR: ALUMNI COMMITTEE ON RACIAL AND ETHNIC DIVERSITY (ACRED)

This month’s spotlight donor is the Alumni 
Committee on Racial and Ethnic Diversity 
(ACRED) at UNC-Chapel Hill. Formed in 
1999 as the Minority Alumni Committee 
during the Carolina First Capital Campaign, 
ACRED serves the university’s multi-cultural 
communities by engaging diverse alumni and 
forging deeper and lasting relationships between 
Carolina and its minority constituents. 

ACRED has supported the Stone Center 
in various ways. The Committee has helped 
with fundraisers in Washington, DC and New 
York, supported fundraising campaigns such 

as the Curtis Sutton Innovation Laboratory, 
Auditorium Seat Naming Campaign and other 
projects with specific appeals to their members. 
Thanks to their hard work, we received our first 
ACRED events with or for the Stone Center 
have made a difference on several projects. 

This year, when the Stone Center launched 
the Auditorium Seat Naming Campaign with 
support from current members of ACRED,  
Kimberley Brown ’03 became the first donor 
to step up and participate in the initiative and 
to have a nameplate affixed to a seat in the 
auditorium. She led other ACRED members, 

who collectively became the first four donors 
to complete seat sponsorship. n
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The Stone Center’s Annual Diaspora Festival 
of Black and Independent Film kicks off 
on September 23 with a special screening 
of filmmaker S. Torriano Berry’s The Kusini 
Concept, along with a screening of Countdown at 
Kusini, one of the most important productions 
in Black film history. Rarely seen since 
Columbia pictures shelved it in 1976 and 
forgotten by most, the screening on September  
23 will be the first time it has been screened in 
over thirty years. The screening will take place 
on at 4 pm at the Varsity Theater in Chapel Hill.

In the early 70’s, at the height of the so-called 
Blaxploitation movie era, a Black women’s 
organization took on the task of challenging 
stereotypes that were common fare in films 
of the that time. In fact, the representations 
on screen of Black women, men and the 
Black community at-large were so limited 
and misrepresentative that it was difficult to 
find images that did not immediately summon 
up the most persistent stereotypes. Common 
complaints from this period were aimed at 
the entire universe of Black characters that 
typically populated Hollywood productions 
and reinforced preconceived notions of Black 
criminality, endemic poverty and general lack of 
morals. At the same time, images of Africa were 
almost all negative with the entire continent 
often presented as politically chaotic, culturally 
deprived and socially.

Although Black activists had always raised 
these issues, it was the unique response of 
a Black sorority that captured the attention 
of moviegoers and suggested that traditional 
self reliance and ‘do for self ’ attitudes could 
effectively combat the traditional lack of 
redeeming characters on screen.

In 1973, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, a 
sixty-year old Black women’s sorority 

2018 DIASPORA FESTIVAL OF BLACK 
AND INDEPENDENT FILM OPENS WITH 
DOCUMENTARY AND HISTORIC 1976 FILM 
COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI

whose charter emphasized service and 
cultural awareness began production of 
Countdown at Kusini, a film destined to 
change perceptions about the role of filmic 
images in reconstructing community and 
consciousness. Conceived as a counter to 
the prevailing imagery of Black people and 
Africa, it featured a screenplay by pioneering 
Nigerian filmmaker Ladi Ladebo and 
performances by icons Ruby Dee and Ossie 
Davis along with Greg Morris of Mission 
Impossible fame. The film is recognized as the 
first to be financed and produced by a Black 
women’s organization.

Despite good intentions, the Deltas were 
not able to successfully navigate the sea 
of problems they faced in distributing and 
marketing the film and the partnership with 

Columbia proved to be more of a problem 
than a solution. Very quickly the film faded 
from theaters and was basically forgotten.

Berry, who completed his documentary on 
the making of Countdown at Kusini while 
teaching at Howard University, was able to 
address many of the questions that had been 
left unanswered after the demise of the film. 
Through interviews with key members of 
Delta Sigma Theta, Ossie Davis and others 
associated with the Countdown at Kusini, he is 
able to provide new insights into the higher 
calling that motivated the members of the 
sorority, and the workings of Hollywood that 
ultimately undermined the film and relegated 
it to the archives.

Countdown at Kusini and The Kusini Concept 
will both be screened at the Varsity Theater 
on September 23 at 4 pm. The Theater is 
located at 123 E Franklin St, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27514. The screenings will include 
appearances by documentary filmmaker S. 
Torriano Berry and conversations with a 
panel that includes members of Delta Sigma 
Theta, Inc.,  Black film historian Charlene 
Regester along with moderator and 
filmmaker Natalie Bullock-Brown.

For information about this program or any 
other program in the Diaspora Festival of 
Black and Independent Film please call the 
Stone Center (919) 962-9001. Also, full 
film festival schedules for screenings can be 
accessed at our website stonecenter.unc.edu. n
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STONE CENTER WELCOMES NEW CLASS OF DOUGLAS FELLOWS

SANDRIKA FREEMAN u BRIANA SMALL u KARLY SMITH u

The Sean Douglas Leadership Fellows 
Program (SDLF) provides an opportunity 
for undergraduate students interested in 
gaining practical, hands-on experience in 
planning and managing arts and cultural 
programming to serve as paid interns at the 
Stone Center. Fellows work closely with the 
Center’s director and staff to help plan and 
produce high-quality programming relating 
to African-American and African Diaspora 
history. This year’s Sean Douglas Leadership 
Program Fellows are: 

Sandrika Freeman is a rising junior 
from Windsor, NC, majoring in Human 
Development and Family Studies. She is 
currently a Hayden Renwick Scholar as well 
as a member of the UNC Gospel Choir. 
Upon graduating in 2020, Ms. Freeman plans 
to work with the NC Department of Public 
Instruction to help reform education policies 
for rural school districts. 

Brianna Small is a senior from Maryland, 
who moved to Wilson, NC when she was 
young. She is majoring in Dramatic Art and 
Environmental Studies (Sustainability Track) 
with a minor in Hispanic Studies. Brianna 
plans to work in the Arts Management field 
and hopes to become the artistic or executive 
director of a theatre and performance troupe. 
Ms. Small also volunteers as a mentor with 
the North Carolina Scholars Latino Initiative 
and has worked as an intern for the Arts 
Council of Durham through the APPLES 
Service-learning program. She is currently 
an Audience Services Coordinator for 
Carolina Performing Arts and is a member 
of the Omega Iota Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc. 

Karly Smith is a rising sophomore from 
Washington, D.C. . She is double majoring 
in Sociology and African, African American  
and Diaspora Studies, with a minor in Social 

and Economic Justice. She is a part of the 
Ackland Student Guide program and Black 
Ink Magazine, the official publication of 
UNC’s Black Student Movement. Ms. Smith 
is also an Incubator Award recipient; these 
grants provide financial and research support 
for students using UNC’s historical and rare 
library materials towards projects in the arts. 

Fellowship recipients are selected on the 
basis of a combination of factors including: 
scholarship, record of campus and off-
campus participation in service/social justice 
activities, clarity in describing their objectives 
for participating in the program, and quality 
of recommendations submitted in support of 
their application. They will serve as interns 
during the fall semester with an option to 
continue into the spring. n
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STONE CENTER AWARDS FIVE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES FELLOWSHIPS

Five undergraduate students were awarded Undergraduate International 
Studies Fellowships (UISF) for studying abroad in 2018. The Fellowship 
supports international study by undergraduate students from groups that 
are underrepresented in international study programs. A selection com-
mittee evaluates applicants based on academic achievement, extracurricular 
activities, financial need, and objectives of their intended international 
program. The 2018 UISF recipients are: 

Angum Check is a rising senior Philosophy and African Studies major 
with a PPE minor (Political Science, Philosophy and Economics). Over 
the summer, she traveled abroad to Malawi where she took two summer 
courses on human rights and democratic governance in Southern Africa 
and interned at the Center for Human Rights and Rehabilitation. 
Ms. Check is the first place 2018 MLK Scholarship recipient, the co-
founder and director of Magik G.L.O.W. (Girls Learning and Owning 
their Worth) and the Co-Chair of the UNC Black Congress. She is also 
a member of the Omega Iota Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
As a Cameroonian immigrant from Prince Georges County, Maryland, 
she aspires to one day be a civil rights attorney and policy maker in her 
home country.

Angela Chin is a Public Policy and Environmental Studies major. She 
is currently studying abroad in Amman, Jordan for the fall semester. 
She also serves as Administrative Director and Co-Founder of Project 
uPGrade and women's empowerment group. She is a member of the 
Undergraduate Student Attorney General staff, N.C. Fellows Leader-
ship Development Program, and the Kappa Omicron Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.  

Erlanta Darden is a Nursing major. She traveled to Melbourne, Australia 
during the summer. She serves as Secretary for the Theta Pi Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and Secretary of Internal Affairs for the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council . She is also the Mentor/Mentee Coordinator for the 
Minority Nursing Student Association. 

Tianzhen Nie is a junior Environmental Studies major with a Chinese 
minor. She studied in South Africa during the summer. She is also a Buckley 
Public Service Scholar and enhances her studies by serving as a Research 
Assistant for the Jordan Lake Nutrient Study and as a teaching assistant for the 
Great Decisions Foreign Policy class. 

Randi Thompson is a Public Policy major with a minor in Social & 
Economic Justice. She studied abroad in Malawi, Africa during the sum-
mer where she served as an intern for the Parliament of Malawi. Prior to 
choosing to pursue her full-time studies at Carolina, she gained over 7 years 
of experience as a Bi-Lingual (Spanish/English) Community Developer 
for the Prince George's County Department of Social Services, connecting 
families in need to community resources.

The Undergraduate International Studies Fellowship was originally 
established through an anonymous gift from a UNC-Chapel Hill alum. 
The UISF program is currently funded through the generous support of 
private donors. n

(L–R) TIANZHEN NIE, ERLANTA DARDEN, ANGUM CHECK, RANDI THOMPSON, ANGELA CHIN u
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In mid-June, the Communiversity Youth Program, 
the Stone Center’s longest standing program, 
took thirteen of its upper elementary and middle 
school scholars and families on a unique, three-
day trip to Washington, DC. Between visits to the 
Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum, Nando’s 
PERi PERi Portuguese Restaurant, a walking 
tour of Howard University, an enjoyable lunch at 
Ben’s Chili Bowl and a quick dive in the hotel’s 
swimming pool, scholars had an opportunity to 
visit the National Museum of African-American 
History and Culture, one of DC’s most popular 
landmarks and one that scholars and families 
strong desired visiting. The trip concluded with 
a visit to the Virginia Museum of History and 
Culture in Richmond, a guided tour that allowed 
students to maximize the time on this trip and 
discover Virginia’s rich and unique history. 

“This place looks amazing and I’m ready to go 
in,” said Communiversity scholar, Mackenzie, as 
her eyes pierced through the charter bus windows 
upon arriving at the museum to browse exhibits. 
The National Museum of African American 
History and Culture is the only national museum 
devoted exclusively to the documentation of African 
American life, history and culture and opened to 
the public on September 24, 2016, as the 19th and 
newest museum of the Smithsonian Institution.

“This trip was amazing as it included different 
families with common goals with regard to 
learning about our culture,” said Kamady Diallo, 
a father of two Communiversity student partic-
ipants. L enjoy every last one of the families and 

the great, organized trip. It definitely opened 
my eyes to a lot of details in the history of USA 
through museums and experiences.”

“This was one of the best trips I’ve ever been 
on,” said Jaylen, a 7th grade student, as he sat 

near the back of the charter bus mingling 
with his friends and listening to music. “The 
food was good, the museum visits were fun 
and I just had fun because it was a fun envi-
ronment. Thank you.” n

COMMUNIVERSITY SCHOLARS VISIT NATION’S CAPITAL

WHO WE ARE
The Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History, named for late UNC African American Studies professor Sonja Haynes Stone, was 
created as a center for the arts and cultures of African Americans and a site for campus and community engagement. Established in 1988, the Stone 
Center found a permanent home in 2004 in a new building financed by $9 million in gifts from more than 1,000 private donors. In the thirty years 
since its inception, the Stone Center has grown to become a major and unique resource for the university and regional community.

The Stone Center’s mission is to encourage and support the critical examination of all dimensions of African American and African Diaspora cultures through 
sustained and open discussion, dialogue, and debate, and to enhance the intellectual and socio-cultural climate at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and in communities beyond the campus boundaries. n
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Former Stone Center visiting artist Mequitta 
Ahuja was named a Guggenheim Fellow for 
2018. The awards, which were announced 
earlier this year, were presented to 173 artists, 
scholars, and scientists who were selected for 

“capacity for productive scholarship or excep-
tional creative ability in the arts”. 

Guggenheim Fellowships are awarded through 
the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation. This Foundation was founded 
in 1925 by US senator Simon Guggenheim 
and his wife as a memorial to their son who 
died in 1922. The Fellowships are designed 

Carolina alum John Powell (’78) provided an 
unexpected but much welcomed boost to the 
Stone Center’s 30th anniversary campaign 
when he donated $100,000 to the ongoing 
fundraising effort. Powell, who has given gen-
erously to programs and initiatives across the 
campus and served the University in a number 
of volunteer capacities, donated the funds in 
support of the Stone Center’s key programs 
including the Sean Douglas Fellowship Pro-
gram, and the Undergraduate International Studies Fellowship. A portion of 
the donation will benefit special initiatives during the Stone Center’s 30th 
anniversary observance during the 2018-19 school year. Powell’s gift is the 
largest single donation since the Stone Center building opened in 2004, and is 
the first gift to be received in the Center’s 30th year.

John Powell has been a key supporter of University programs and research 
that focus on southern culture and history. He majored in history during 
his time at UNC and went on to a successful career in business.

Since opening its doors in 1988, the Stone Center has been the benefi-
ciary of several large individual donations and, in each instance, has used 
those funds to advance its mission and to engage the campus and sur-

FORMER STONE CENTER VISITING ARTIST 
WINS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

“to further the development of scholars and 
artists by assisting them to engage in research 
in any field of knowledge and creation in any 
of the arts, under the freest possible conditions 
and irrespective of race, color, or creed.” The 
Foundation funds approximately 175 awards 
annually out of over 3,000 applications. 

Ahuja hopes that her work turns self-portrai-
ture for women of color “into a discourse on 
picture-making, past and present.” Her show 
Meaningful Fiction and the Figurative Tradition 
was on display in our Robert and Sallie 
Brown Gallery during the fall of 2017. n

CAROLINA ALUM JOHN POWELL DONATES $100,000 TO 
STONE CENTER’S FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

MEQUITTA AHUJA u

rounding community in more creative ways. In 2004, a large donation 
from William J. Armfield IV and Jane Armfield supported the naming 
of the Stone Center’s Gallery and Museum, which has subsequently 
provided a venue for more than 30 exhibitions by forty-four different 
artists over the past fourteen years. Other large donations by UNC alum 
and former professional football star Jimmy Hitchcock and Emeritus 
Professor Dan Okun and his wife Beth have supported programs in the 
Center’s Hitchcock Multipurpose Room and funded joint faculty and 
student programs through the Okun Collegium Fund.

Large individual donations received during the first campaign for the 
Stone Center building, along with corporate and foundation support and 
over 1,000 individual donations, provided the initial $9 million in funding 
required for the Stone Center to become a campus and regional center for 
African American and Diaspora projects and programming. Powell’s current 
gift is an important first step as the second campaign for the Center begins 
with a goal of $5.25 million. This is part of the University’s Campaign for 
Carolina. The entire Stone Center family including students, Visiting and 
Resident Artists and Scholars, Board members and staff are thank John 
Powell for his generous support for the Center’s goals.

Questions about the Stone Center’s fundraising campaign should be 
addressed to Joseph Jordan at jfjordan@email.unc.edu n

JOHN POWELL u
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FALL 2018
For more information about events, visit us at www.unc.edu/depts/stonecenter or email stonecenter@unc.edu  

or call (919) 962-9001. All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

program calendar

WITH US COMES 
THE PARALLAX: 
CELEBRATING 30 
YEARS OF SERVICE

DIASPORA FESTIVAL OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM KICK-OFF

The Stone Center will feature works by 
past visiting artists. The exhibit opens 
Thursday, September 13 at 7pm with 
a reception and talks by participating 
artists such as Toni Scott, Michael 
Platt, Arturo Lindsay, Wendy Phillips, 
Stefanie Jackson, and Lucia Mendez. 

Countdown at Kusini   
USA/Nigeria  |  1976  |  101 Min 
Dir: Ossie Davis

An African freedom fighter becomes 
involved in a plot to overthrow a 
colonialist government. 

Kusini: The Pride and the Sabotage      
USA  |  2018  |  50  Min 
Dir: S. Toriano Berry

In the 1970s, in the wake of the 
Blaxploitation Era of films, a bold 
and innovative sorority marshaled 
its members and resources together to finance a Hollywood style motion 
picture. However, the distributor quickly shelved the film, keeping it from 
being a financial success. After 40 years in relative obscurity, experience the 
story of what actually happened to Delta Sigma Theta’s Kusini Project, and 
learn how a profit can be made today.

September 13 | 7 p.m.
Robert and Sallie Brown  
Gallery and Museum	 September 23 | 4 p.m.

Varsity Theater, 123 E. Franklin St. Chapel Hill |  RSVP required
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DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM— 
LUNCH AND MOVIE 
SHORT FILM SERIES

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM— 
LUNCH AND MOVIE 
SHORT FILM SERIES

Living 
USA | 2018 | 14 Min  
Dir: Marcellus Cox 

An Angel’s descent from Heaven too 
Brooklyn looking to clear the air, bridging 
a Gap fining common ground addressing 
an important key of life between Law 
Enforcement and Minorities... 
 
New Neighbors 
USA | 2017 | 10 Min  
Dir: E.G. Bailey   

How far will a mother go to protect  
her children?

The Plural of Blood 
USA | 2017 | 21 Min   
Dir: Mary-Lyn Chambers  

Diana Santiago is a successful African 
American event producer and police wife 
living in Los Angeles. Married to Alejandro 
Santiago, a Latino LAPD officer, Diana 
is joyfully on the verge of motherhood as 
she and her husband are about to adopt 
a black baby boy. Their world unravels 
when Alejandro finds himself amidst a fatal 
shooting of an unarmed black teenager.

Macho 
USA | 2017 | 14 Min  
Dir: Faren Humes   

The tenuous bond of an effeminate twelve-
year old and his conservative uncle is tested 
after the killing of transgender woman in 
the small, rural town of Sanderson, FL.

September 26 | 12 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

October 3 | 12 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

Bodega 
USA | 2017 | 19 Min  
Dir: Donna Augustin, Talibah L. Newman  

When a new comer to the neighborhood 
is disrespectful to two longtime 
residents, explosive interactions ensue. 
An intimate, dramatic, and comedic 
look at a community facing rapid 
gentrif ication. It explores the effects of 
prejudice, and feeling disregarded in 
your own community.   
 

STONE MEMORIAL 
LECTURE

October 2 | 7 p.m.
Stone Center Auditorium 

Nnenna Freelon 
World-renowned jazz artist 
Nnnena Freelon will deliver the 
Sonja Haynes Stone Memorial 
Lecture. Freelon, a six-time 
Grammy nominee, will discuss her 
work in the arts and arts education. 

NNENNA FREELON u

Queen 
USA | 2017 | 17 Min   
Dir: Gabrielle Shepard 

Braving homelessness with her mother, 
11-year-old ball of fire struggles to live 
a normal childhood, while learning to 
value herself along the way. 
 
The Colored Girls’ Restroom  
USA | 2017 | 9 Min  
Dir: Savannah Treena  

A racist boutique owner is moved by 
the creativity and giving nature of her 
upper middle class African American 
debutante customers who decorate her 
“Colored Only Restroom” with their own 
belongings. This film explores emotion, 
fashion, sophistication and laughs during a 
dark time in American history. 

 
Rolling in the Deep 
USA | 2018 | 12 Min   
Dir: Marcellus Cox  

An African American World War 2 
Veteran who travels back home to South 
Carolina looking to achieve a goal for his 
late father by having a meal at a locally 
famous Whites Only Diner. 
 



10 M I L E S T O N E S  ·  F A L L  2 0 1 8  ·  V O L U M E  1 6  ·  I S S U E  1

Macho 
USA | 2017 | 14 Min  
Dir: Faren Humes   

The tenuous bond of an effeminate twelve-
year old and his conservative uncle is tested 
after the killing of transgender woman in 
the small, rural town of Sanderson, FL.

 

Living 
USA | 2018 | 14 Min  
Dir: Marcellus Cox 

An Angel’s descent from Heaven too 
Brooklyn looking to clear the air, bridging 
a Gap fining common ground addressing 
an important key of life between Law 
Enforcement and Minorities... 
 
New Neighbors 
USA | 2017 | 10 Min  
Dir: E.G. Bailey   

How far will a mother go to protect  
her children?

 
 

The Plural of Blood 
USA | 2017 | 21 Min   
Dir: Mary-Lyn Chambers  

Diana Santiago is a successful African 
American event producer and police 
wife living in Los Angeles. Married 
to Alejandro Santiago, a Latino LAPD 
officer, Diana is joyfully on the verge of 
motherhood as she and her husband are 
about to adopt a black baby boy. Their 
world unravels when Alejandro f inds 
himself amidst a fatal shooting of an 
unarmed black teenager.

 

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM— 
LUNCH AND MOVIE 
SHORT FILM SERIES

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM

October 10 | 12 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

October 6 | 5:30 p.m.
Ngozi Design Collective,  
321 W. Main St. Durham

MACHO u

THE PLURAL OF BLOOD u
The Bastard 
The Netherlands/Ethiopia 
2018 | 84 Min  
Dir: Floris-Jan van Luyn  

Two separate stories of an adult child and an 
elderly father are inextricably intertwined. 
Together they tall a harrowing tale about fate 
and DNA and about how the lack of a father 
inf luenced these lives. Ethiopian Daniel Hoek 
has not doubt in his mind that if his Dutch father 
had not abandoned him he would never have 
turned to crime. His Dutch father, Joop Hoek, 
has no doubt in his mind that if his Dutch-
Indonesian father had not abandoned him he 
would have grown up to be a different person.  

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM

October 4 | 7 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room

Supermom 
USA | 2016 | 15 Min   
Dir: Jason Honeycutt 

A daughter thinks her mother is a real life 
super hero—she might be right.

SUPERMOM u

Macho 
USA | 2017 | 14 Min  
Dir: Faren Humes   

The tenuous bond of an effeminate 
twelve-year old and his conservative uncle 
is tested after the killing of transgender 
woman in the small, rural town of 
Sanderson, FL.
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Green Days by the River 
Trinidad & Tobago | 2017 | 100 Min  
Dir: Michael Mooleedhar 

In a remote village in 1952 Trinidad, 
a curious boy pursues the affection of 
two girls. Despite his ailing father’s 
advice, Shell follows the compassionate 
Mr Gidharee to work on his plantation 
along the river, in hopes of attracting his 
daughter Rosalie, but then falls for Joan, 
a sweet, sensible girl from the city. From 
the love triangle that ensues, Shell learns 
bittersweet lessons of life and love that will 
define his manhood and future forever. 

Bodega 
USA | 2017 | 19 Min  
Dir: Donna Augustin, Talibah L. Newman  

When a new comer to the neighborhood 
is disrespectful to two longtime 
residents, explosive interactions ensue. 
An intimate, dramatic, and comedic 
look at a community facing rapid 
gentrif ication. It explores the effects of 
prejudice, and feeling disregarded in 
your own community.   
 
Queen 
USA | 2017 | 17 Min   
Dir: Gabrielle Shepard 

Braving homelessness with her mother, 
11-year-old ball of f ire struggles to live 
a normal childhood, while learning to 
value herself along the way.

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM

October 11 | 7 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

October 20 | 5:30 p.m.
Ngozi Design Collective  
321 W. Main St. Durham

The Colored Girls’ Restroom  
USA | 2017 | 9 Min  
Dir: Savannah Treena  

A racist boutique owner is moved by the 
creativity and giving nature of her upper 
middle class African American debutante 
customers who decorate her “Colored 
Only Restroom” with their own 
belongings. This f ilm explores emotion, 
fashion, sophistication and laughs during 
a dark time in American history. 

Rolling in the Deep 
USA | 2018 | 12 Min   
Dir: Marcellus Cox  

An African American World War 2 
Veteran who travels back home to South 
Carolina looking to achieve a goal for 
his late father by having a meal at a 
locally famous Whites Only Diner. 
 
Supermom 
USA | 2016 | 15 Min   
Dir: Jason Honeycutt 

A daughter thinks her mother is a real life 
super hero—she might be right.

GREEN DAYS BY THE RIVER u

BODEGA u

ROLLING IN THE DEEP u

Play the Devil 
Trinidad & Tobago/Bahamas  
2016 | 92 Min  
 
Set against the backdrop of Trinidad 
and Tobago’s mystical Carnival, Greg 
is a gifted student torn between reality 
and opportunity when a wealthy 
businessman takes him under his 
wing, pushing him to discover himself 
professionally, creatively, and intimately. 
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Short Drop 
USA | Trinidad & Tobago | 2017 | 28 Min  
Dir: Maya Cozier 

Bartholomew, a retired civil servant, 
takes a leisurely drive downtown, 
where Shanice mistakes his car for a 
taxi. After much resistance, he agrees to 
take her to her destination. Along the 
way, they encounter a wide diversity 
of Trinidadian characters, from cross-
dresser Hott Pepper to gang member 
Tan Tan. What follows is a long day of 
reckoning with memories, friendships 
and revelations. 

Panthéon 
France | 2017 | 25 Min   
Dir: Ange-Régis Hounkpatin  

A Beninese immigrant living in Strasburg 
is cut off from his family roots. About to 
donate his Voodoo costume inherited from 
his father to a museum, he is reminded that 
it harbors the soul of his ancestor.   
 
Lalo's House 
USA |2018 | 26 Min  
Dir: Kelley Kali    

Inspired by true events, 14-year old 
Manouchka and her 5-year-old sister 
are abducted and thrown into an 
underground prostitution network 
posing as a Catholic orphanage. 

Last Life 
USA | 2017 | 81 Min  
Dir: Michael Phillip  

A couple realize they’ve known each 
other many times in past. Travelling 
back through time, they have an 
opportunity to heal their multi-life 
relationship and complete their purpose 
so they can move on.

Kimpa Vita: The Mother of the 
African Revolution 
UK |2016 | 71 Min  
Dir: Akosua Adoma 

In the early 1700s, at a time of strife in 
the Kingdon of Kongo, a woman led a 
mass movement calling for unity and an 
end to Portuguese dominance.     

Keyla 
Colombia | 2017 | 90 Min  
Dir: Viviana Gómez Echeverry 

A young woman living on a Caribbean 
island is searching for her father who is 
lost at sea. When her estranged family 
comes to help, she must confront their 
dark past and this new family she never 
expected to embrace.    

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM— 
LUNCH AND MOVIE 
SHORT FILM SERIES

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM

DIASPORA FESTIVAL 
OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM DIASPORA FESTIVAL 

OF BLACK AND 
INDEPENDENT FILM

October 22 | 12 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

October 24 | 12 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

October 25 | 7 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

October 31 | 12 p.m.
Hitchcock Multipurpose Room  

On Monday of Last Week 
USA/Ghana | 2017 | 14 Min  
Dir: Akosua Adoma 

A Nigerian graduate student is hired by an 
interracial couple to be a nanny for their 
son. She becomes intrigued by the boy’s 
artist mother’s offer to paint her in the nude.  

ON MONDAY OF LAST WEEK u
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The Stone Center’s planned fundraising campaign kicked off over 
the summer and received a welcomed boost from support groups and 
several individuals. This campaign coincides with the Center’s 30th 
anniversary programming. The kickoff raised money for programming 
and support from DC-area alumni along with the Alumni Committee 
for Racial and Ethnic Diversity (ACRED).

The DC-area fundraiser was the f irst in a series of local events to be 
held in various US cities. UNC alums and Stone Center External 
Advisory Board members Sam Fulwood and Monica Cloud orga-
nized the June gathering which drew attendance from Washington, 
DC, northern Virginia, and suburban Maryland. Cynthia Bell, 
Fullwood’s wife, also hosted. Past and present Sean Douglas Fellows 
Charity Lackey, Brianna Brown, and Amanda Rodrigues-Smith 
as well as former and current Undergraduate International Studies 
Fellows Angela Chin and Sam Pride III also attended. In addition 
to Fellows, the vent welcomed past Stone Center Visiting Artists 
Michael Platt and Carol Beane.

STONE CENTER CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF WITH DC 
FUNDRAISER, GROUP AND INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Fiscal year-ending gifts helped to push Stone Center donations to the 
highest monthly level in the past ten years. Significantly, new donors for the 
month of June 2018 surpassed the number of regular monthly donors for the 
first time since the Center opened its doors in 2004. 

Beginning in the fall of 2017, UNC-Chapel Hill’s ACRED collaborated 
with Stone Center staff to launch the Auditorium Seat Naming Campaign. 
The two groups organized information events using their respective net-
works, resulting in a number of seat purchases and pledges from alumni and 
others interested in naming seats in the Stone Center’s auditorium. These 
seats can be named for individuals, businesses, or in honor of loved ones. 

In addition to monetary gifts, some have provided creative support to the 
Stone Center’s 30th anniversary campaign. Former visiting artists, whose 
works were featured in shows dating back to 2004, have joined together 
to participate in an exhibition in the Center’s Robert and Sallie Brown 
Gallery.  These artists will also donate selected pieces which will be auc-
tioned off, with proceeds given to the 30th anniversary campaign. n



14 M I L E S T O N E S  ·  F A L L  2 0 1 8  ·  V O L U M E  1 6  ·  I S S U E  1

Adam M. Linker
Adaora Oraefo
Adekola A. Okulaja
Adeline J. Soldin
Adrian Jones
Adrienne N. Clark
Advantage Vision Center, Inc.
Aishah Briscoe
Alan C. Frazier
Alex S. Garnes
Alfreda C. Clegg
Alicia D. Steadman
Alicia M. Mebane
Aliya E. Tucker
Almer K. Reddick
Amber E. Murray
Andra M. Martin
Angela C. Hatton
Angela M. Brice-Smith
Angie H. Thompson
Anita B. Walton
Anita F. Richardson
Anjanette Jackson
Anne B. Charles
Anne Raftery
Anne W. Neville
Anthony Alston
Anthony W. Cummings
Arsema K. Zadu
Ashley J. Heilprin
Astrid L. Gatling
Aubrey Martin
Audrey B. Little
Audrey E. Von Amsberg
Barry O. Brinkley
Benjeil Z. Edghill
Bernard A. McLean
Bernetta D. Smith
Bobby R. Best
Brannigan C. Thompson
Briana J. Steele
Brianna M. David
Bright Funds Foundation

Burrell P. Brown
Calvin A. Bell
Camille L. Bethea
Barry O. Brinkley
Bernetta D. Smith
Bobby R. Best
Brianna M. David
Bright Funds Foundation
Candice L. Jackson
Carl M. Shy
Carol B. Alan
Carol P. Tresolini
Casella F. Okulaja
Cassandra G. Giraudy
Chandra Y. Guinn
Charles Campbell
Charles D. Smith
Charles E. Mills
Charlesena E. Walker
Chemise A. Overton
Cherie Rosemond
Cheryl J. Smith
Christopher K. Rogers
Christopher L. Hinton
Clarence C. Coleman
Clarence H. Burke
Claude A. Clegg
Connie C. Eble
Constance Y. Battle
Crystal D. Biles
Crystal L. Brown
Curtis J. Parker
D. A. Barnes
D. K. Bullock
Daniel R. Pollitt
Davene D. Walker
David C. Belton
DeAja K. Gaines
Deborah C. Wilder
Deborah E. Swain
Deborah L. Stroman
Demoris Mccoy
Denise R. Brown

Derick G. Davis
Derrick R. Weaver
DeWayne L. Lucas
Dexter A. Robinson
Diana Thompson
E. P. Johnson
Earlinda M. Adams
Ebonie H. Leaven
Ebonie M. Hall
Elizabeth Hayward
Elroy D. Black
Epernay A. Kyles
Erica Bryant
Erlene W. McNeill
Ernest C. Adams
Eugene T. Scott
Eve Shy
Exelon Matching Gifts
F. D. Gibson-Bailey
Fergal O'Reilly
G. W. McDiarmid
Gail S. McCormick
Gala N. Britt
Genna R. McNeil
Gordon T. Cureton
Gregory S. Cranford
Gunther J. Lallinger
Gwendolyn T. Colvin
Harry Amana
Harry C. Gillespie
Herman Spears
Hermon W. Smith
Hilda I. Santiago
Ina B. Horn
Ingre L. Campos
Ingredion Incorporated  

Matching Gift
J. R. Williams
Jacqueline H. Best
Jacqueline L. Pierce
James E. Ketch
James P. Charles
James W. Copeland

Jan Paris
Janelle Viera
Janette P. Frazier
Jeffrey J. Hayward
Jeri F. Flood
Jerry Bright
Jesse L. Grissom
Jessica P. Dennis
Johnavae E. Campbell
Joi M. Ernst
Jokena C. Islam
Jonathan B. Vaughters
Joseph F. Jordan
Joyce A. Ramsue-Thompson
Jules M. Terry
Julie Nalesnik
Julio F. PenaSoto
Kamaara J. Lucas
Kamala L. Uzzell Jones
Karen D. Grissom
Karen E. Gavin
Karen O. Bell
Karol D. Pittman
Kathy A. Perkins
Katrina N. Rankins
Katrina Y. Billingsley
Kea P. Taylor
Keenya L. Little
Kelly M. Alexander
Kenneth F. Douglas
Kimberley C. Brown
Kimberly G. Morgan
KPMG Foundation
KPMG Foundation  

Matching Gifts
Kristen S. Bonatz
L. L. Robbins
LaDaniel Gatling
LaTonya D. Shoaf
Laura A. Wright
Lawrence J. Pittman
Leadon Newsome
Leroy M. Little

RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS
A special thanks to our loyal donors, and to our anonymous donors, who support the work of the Stone Center. Your 
generosity provided opportunities for students to travel and study abroad, supported numerous scholarly and social justice 
outreach initiatives, art exhibitions and powered Communiversity through another year of service. We are deeply grateful for 
your support of the Stone Center this year and every year! 
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LeShawndra N. Price
Lewis H. Myers
Linda B. Douglas
Linda B. Weisel
Lisa M. Duck
Lois Deloatch
Lorna M. Dove
Louis A. Newsome
Lucrecia R. Moore
Lynne K. Kane
Madisan Mackenzie LLC
Manuel L. Costa
Marcilynn A. Burke
Margaret E. Parrish
Margaret F. Barnes
Margaret Gray-Bayne
Margaret L. Blackmon
Margaret M. Eif ler
Marilyn E. Braddock
Mark W. Cummings
Marvis Henderson-Daye
Mary Ann Linville
Mary Ann S. Edghill
Matthew W. Cogdell
Maxine Brown-Davis
Micala C. Robinson
Millie J. Jones
Milton R. Walker
Monica V. Wilson
Mr. Transmission
Nadine P. Jordan
Nancy T. Park
NancyLee Spears
Natasha Greene
Nerissa A. Ijames
Network for Good

Nicole N. Duggins
Nimia Alston
Niquelle M. Allen
Norma L. Day-Vines
Olivene R. Harris-Makerson
Pamela M. Alsobrook
Pamela M. Detrie
Pamela W. Bradsher
Patrice L. Reives-Bright
Patricia A. Evans
Patricia A. Kornegay-Timmons
Paula R. Newsome
Paulette W. Mebane
Philip G. Hampton
Philip R. Charles-Pierre
Phillip Z. Timmons
R. K. Belton
Radiah C. Minor
Rashonda S. Burkett
Ray P. Linville
Rebecca L. Mormino
Regina A. Craven
Rhyan A. Minter
Richard L. McCormick
Richard T. Williams
Rick Giraudy
Robert D. Crews
Robert L. Wynn
Robin A. Rogers
Robin C. Gillespie
Rodney I. McCormick
Rodney K. Alan
Ronald S. Holland
Ronda T. Bullock
Rosella Age
Roy D. Flood

Ruffin H. McNeill
Rupa C. Redding-Lallinger
Sadie R. Copeland
Sally K. Dove
Samuel P. Tucker
Sarah Woldemariam
Schean Belton
Scott D. Dennis
Scottie D. Winslow
Sean E. Doris
ShaQuana L. Newsom-Battle
Sharlese N. Hall
Shawn R. Frost
Sherrylyn F. Wallace
Shontavia L. Lee
Sidney H. Evans
Stella J. Adams
Stephen J. Appold
Susan D. Russell
Susan M. Ketch
Sybil H. Barrett
Sylvia K. Bullock
Sylvia M. Alston
Syvil S. Burke
Tamara D. Terry
Tami W. Hinton
Teresa H. Williams
Terri A. Wood-Cummings
Thomas A. Fiore
Thomas I. Parrish
Thomas R. Eif ler
Thomas R. Konrad
Tiffany A. Yancey
Tiffany B. Robinson
Tiffany R. Greene
Timothy A. Minor

Timothy S. Lucas
Tonesha D. Curenton
ToNola Brown-Bland
Tracie L. Reaves
Tracy B. Ramos
Tyechia L. White
Valorie R. McCullough
Vanessa B. Vaughters
Vanetta Eley
Veronica J. Joice
Vertis R. Richardson
Vivian L. Ford
Vivian R. Leavens
VMware, Inc. - HQ
Wanda L. McArn
Wanda T. Moore
Wendy L. Johnson
William E. Williams
William W. Haygood
Willie A. Hatch
Willie H. Mebane
Winta Daniel
Yolonda M. Woodhouse
YourCause, LLC Trustee for 

Duke Energy Foundation

Did you miss a “can’t-miss” Stone Center event or lecture? Don’t worry – you can view 
video from Stone Center lectures, programs and special events on our Vimeo page. Vimeo is 
a platform used to upload video content and share it on the Internet. 

We’ve upgraded our account so that we can share more content. You can now access videos 
from past programs and lectures as well as current content from our most recent events.

Check us out at: vimeo.com/stonecenter

CHECK US 
OUT ON 
VIMEO!

Check out the Stone Center on Facebook at facebook.com/stonecenter and follow us on Twitter @UNCStoneCenter
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STONE CENTER STAFF

Joseph Jordan  
Director  
(919) 962-9001  
jfjordan@email.unc.edu 

Stephanie Cobert  
Program and Public  
Communications Officer  
(919) 962-0395 
stephcob@email.unc.edu

Christopher Wallace  
Communiversity and Undergraduate  
Programs Manager  
(919) 962-9001  
chrislw@email.unc.edu 

Sheriff Drammeh 
Program Associate 
(919) 843-2669 
sheriff7@email.unc.edu

Javier Jaimes-Ayala 
Facilities Manager 
(919) 962-7025 
jaimes@email.unc.edu

Shakera Singleton 
Administrative Manager 
(919) 843-2668 
snsingl@email.unc.edu

Chérie Rivers Ndaliko 
Resident Scholar 
(919) 962-9001 
ndaliko@unc.edu

Petna Ndaliko 
Artist-in-Residence 
(919) 962-9001

STONE CENTER  
LIBRARY STAFF

Gregg Moore  
Stone Center Assistant Librarian  
(919) 843-5804  
moorejg@email.unc.edu

Brianna Davis 
Graduate Research Assistant 
(919) 843-5804 
briannad@email.unc.edu

STONE CENTER EXTERNAL 
ADVISORY BOARD

Sam Fulwood 
Phillip Charles-Pierre 
Mavis Gragg 
Jack PenaSoto 
Monica Cloud

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y

of  N O RT H  C A RO L I N A

at  C H A P E L  H I L L 

150 SOUTH ROAD

CAMPUS BOX 5250

CHAPEL HILL, NC 27599-5250


